
 

 

Promoting Authentic Student Work 
Exploring the SSI Topics  

 

 

  

Junior Cycle Science, Guidelines for the Classroom‐Based Assessments and Assessment Task, pg. 26.



 

 

 

Exploring your ideas. 

Use the spaces below to list some applications of science that you are aware of. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now circle the 2 topics that most interest you.  

An application of science that has an 

effect on human health 

 

An application of science that has an 

effect on the environment 

 

A technological application of 

science 

An application of science that has an 

effect on society 

 



 

 

 

For each of the 2 topics that most interest you, write down what you would like to find out more about 

and why you would like to find this out. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  

Write your topic here 

What? Why? 

Write your topic here 

What? Why? 



 

 

1. In pairs, share each of your topic ideas. 

2. Explain what aspect you find most interesting and why you think this is interesting. 

3. Ask questions of each other –  you might like to use the following prompts: 

What do you already know 
about ….? 

Where can you find more 
information about ….? 

What questions does this topic 
raise for you? 

 

4. When you have had your discussion, complete the box below.  

 
 

 

 

 

Appendix 2 of the 

Assessment Guidelines (pg. 

37) includes this template, 

to assist in the evaluation of 

the suitability of a topic for 

investigation.   

Sample topic 1: 

Is this topic course-related, an issue 
of personal interest, or one with 
local relevance? 

 

Can the topic be researched?  

Is there a sound base of scientific 
understanding and ideas? 

 

Are there two or more sides to the 
story? 

 

Can it turn into a specific research 
question? 

 

Conclusion: 

The topic I would like to explore further 

Some sub-topics I can see Some questions I have 

Next Steps? 

 


